o ‘Approved For Release 2006/11/13 : CIA-RDP82-00457R016000230002-1

FER 1552 ST
CENTRAL [INTELL 1 GENCE. AGENCY

CLASSIFICATION SECRET
SECURITY INFORMATION

INFORMATION REPORT rerorr no. 291

CD NO.
COUNTRY Indochina ' DATE DISTR. 23 January. 1953
SUBJECT Nationalist Idiberation Fromt " NO. OF PAGES 2
{Mat-Tran Dan-Doc Gial-Phong)

DATE OF NO. OF ENCLS.
25X1NFoO. 1946 ~ August 1952 " (LISTED BELOW)
25X1PLACE SUPPLEMENT TO

ACQUIRED , _REPORT NO.

TH1S DOCUMENT CONTAlNSIINFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE . .

OF THE UN!TED STATES, WITHIN THE MEANING OF TITLE 18, SECTIONS 793

AND 794, OF THE U.S. CODE, AS AMENDED. |ITS TRANSMISSION OR REVE- TH]S ]S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

LATION OF ITS CONTENTS TO OR RECEIPT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS
PROH|B|TED BY LAW, THE REPRODUCTION OF THIS FOR_M 1S _PROHIBITED.

.. L. The Natiopnalist Idberation Front (Mat Pran Dan-Doc Glai-Phong) was organized
in 19&6 at & time when many of the nationslist parties were being dispersed,
cn.bhe eve of Cach Meng Dong Minh Hoi {CMOMH) leader Nguyen Hai Than's. flight
%o .Onina with lesders of the ¥iet Nem Quoc Dan Darg (VNQDD). The first meet-
jng of the ¥Front took place in Hanoil on 15 April 1946 under the lesdership
of 1ke princlpal orgenizers: Truong Anh Tu, Mai Ngoc Dai, ake Hoang Long,
-and Nguyea Lien.

2. Tu an atbemph to. lend prestige to the movement , Nguyen Hail Than was agked to

sgsume the presidevcy of the Front. Than's éndorsement of the movement in &

ciweular vequesting CHIMA members and sympathizers to Join the Front made the

movement appesr to be s continuation of the CMDME. Like the CMDMH, the Front

took an official arki-Viet Minh position and gadned adherents, especislly in

the Nam DinhA s Bul ”tzu, Thanh Hoe .and Phat Diew areas where the large C‘atholic
population was favorgble to the opposition.

3. The movement suffered during the December 1946 Viet Minh coaflict, when Truong
Axn Tu and Nguyeo Lien were errested by the ¥iet Minh. -Tu .was executed and
notking 1s kuown of the wheresbouts of Lien. Mel Ngoc Dal took refuge in his
wabive provinee of Thanh Hom. He regalned the French-conbrolled zome in 1948
ani died in Henol on 15 Mexch 1952 at the age of 48,

k. Phe Frowh, lacking orgecization snd leaders, became more or lesa & Catholle
wmovenpent ; Laca iy &ivected by the parish priests. Among those most active in
e Frout are the following prieets: Fosang Ruynh and Tuyen (fou) in Tem Ca Ly,
Kaa {fou) in Ven Hai srd Ly (fou) in Phuc Nhac. Seminarists including Chinh
Do ake Gla Hue, and Bon Trac ska Tiep are active in the Thanh Hoa .area.
Hetionalist militants sought by the Viet Minh are also working in the Front,
byt each te‘:a@s o work for hils xwn speclal lnterests.
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5 This lack of cohesion and overall direction resulted in a rash of acts of .
violence which forced the Front to become clandestine following Viet Minh
reprisals. The following are examples of such incldents:

a. -In May 1947 a vrevolt protesting Viet Minh tax collection in the village
of Mau Thon, Mong Cong District, Thanh Hoa Province, degenersted lnto e
pitched battle. Members of the village Administrative and Resistance
Committee and the Dan Quan, local labor-defense unit, were for the most
part members of the Front.

b. In June 1947 local leaders of the Front s -including Hoang Quynh, in Teang
Dien and Xuan Ha villages organized a collective assassination of
Adminigtrative and Resistence Committee mwembers gnd disarmed the Dan Quan.
Seversl repreigals followed during which Hoang Quynh was errested; but
later released after the intervention of Bilshop Ie Huu Tu.

c.  In July 1947 Hosng Thanh s -brother of Mail Ngoe Dsl aka Hoang Long, organized
the assassinatlion of several Viet Minh leaders 1n Phuc Nhac, Ninh Binh
Province. Thenh was arrested and executedin September 1947.

6. At the present time the nominal membership of the Front remains high in the
Catholic provinces, but the Front ltself hag become ineffective, lacking organi-
zation snd 1eadership,l Meetings of the Front are often held in Hemoi, buf no
«conbact 1s maintained with other branches. ‘

Commernt . | |
the Nationalist Liberation Front = referred to as the People's
‘Froot - 18 the most significant nationslist force in Thanh Hoa Province and
was responsible for inltiating the recent Catholic uprising in the Catholic

villages in Nghisa Loc District.
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